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Dear readers, 

It is still early in the year. But alrea-

dy there are signs that it is going 

to be an exciting one. Coming up 

soon is the most important trade 

fair for tube processing: Tube 2014 

in Dusseldorf, where I would like to 

cordially invite you to our stand. If 

you are not able to make it, I promi-

se to keep presenting some of our 

most interesting new developments 

in the t time(s) as well. They open up 

some entirely new perspectives. Let 

yourself be surprised.

Incidentally, if you are wondering 

why it is not Gerd Nöker welcoming 

you at this point, let me reassure 

you. He is of course still working 

for transfluid® as usual.  All further 

editions I will be responsible for our 

customer magazine and I will be 

offering my personal opinion here 

in the editorial and talking about 

things that move me – just as Gerd 

Nöker has been doing so well for so 

many years.

For those who do not yet know me 

personally, allow me to introdu-

ce myself once again: my name is 

Stefanie Flaeper and I have been the 

Managing Partner of transfluid® 

Maschinenbau GmbH since 2008, 

responsible for sales and marketing. 

I have been with the company for 

24 years. 

In 2013, our young and dynamic 

transfluid® became a whole quarter 

of a century old. For the anniversary, 

we're looking back with you on 25 

years of fascinating company histo-

ry, exciting experiences and sustai-

nable innovations.

As you, our customers, are always 

the main focus of our work and we 

always like to take a look forward 

into the future, I would like to invite 

you to tell me what personal issues 

affect you and what you want to find 

out more about in the t times(s)! 

We will be happy to report about it 

and of course about you. Send your 

comments and suggestions by email 

to: sflaeper@transfluid.de 

I'll be sure to get in touch with you. 

That's a promise!

For starters, I am now looking for-

ward to this edition and am curious 

to know how you like my “t time(s) 

premiere”.
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 Cover story . What's been driving transfluid® for 25 years
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25 years. Is that old 

or young?

That depends entirely on the obser-

ver. A child might think light-hear-

tedly of his 25-year-old parents as 

ancient. If a man in his prime at 50 

stands next to a 25-year-old, he 

is the one who looks old. But in a 

company this is different. Though 

a company still does not mature 

slowly and demurely like a wine. It 

may well be a lot livelier when you 

are travelling in the fast lane. 

That’s why, even after 25 years, 

transfluid® still feels noticeably 

young, dynamic and powerful. At 

the same time we are proud of our 

knowledge, our skills and our years 

of experience that we have worked 

so hard to achieve. We have always 

5t time(s) . Cover story 

worked hard for these together 

with both our customers and our 

partners. For this, and for your 

loyalty in this eventful and moving 

quarter of a century, we at trans-

fluid® want to take this opportuni-

ty to offer our sincere thanks!

Anyone who works hard also deser-

ves to let their hair down a bit. But 

even then our customers come 

first: as many large projects had 

our full attention around the day 

of the anniversary, 1 April 2013, the 

celebration took place quite a while 

later in November. After all, such an 

occasion needs a little preparation. 

Especially when you can look back 

together on an exciting two and a 

half decades. We want to reflect on 

these for you here once again, and 

we hope you will enjoy it.

Let¸s go!

Our company was founded as Nöker 

& Bludau oHG on a sunny 1 April in 

1988 in Schmallenberg-Gleidorf in 

the Sauerland. At that time Lud-

ger Bludau was still working for a 

packaging machines manufacturer 

in Düsseldorf, and Gerd Nöker at 

an automotive supplier in Atten-

On best form for the 
best solution



dorn. They started back then with 

125 square metres of floor space, 

which were rented in a complex. We 

put a lot of our own hard work into 

the preparation of the production 

facilities. The first innovation was 

quick to follow, when the two foun-

ders developed a bending machine 

for small series up to a tube size 

of 16 mm (ZB 616). It was the first 

of its kind on the global market. It 

was a difficult start, and the pres-

sure to succeed was enormous. This 

is why the desired success did not 

happen immediately. It was not until 

a few machines had been sold and 

the income seemed assured that 

this machine developed into a real 

bestseller.

The idea is successful 

By the end of 1988 the first mobi-

le bender, the MB 642, was develo-

ped as a supplement, for tubes with 

a diameter of up to 42 mm. It was 

built according to the same functio-

nal principle as the small machine. 

A real hit – even to this day: copied 

a few times, but never as good as 

the original. What worked so excel-

lently back then is still part of our 

production processes today. Our 

design principle is to design advan-

ced machines as a solution for tubes. 

Subcomponents are provided effici-

ently and in high quality by establis-

hed suppliers. The complex assembly 

and start-up is then carried out at 

our facilities. 

Technical development 

drives progress 

In 1989, the first mandrel bending 

machine up to 60 mm was designed 

and produced. And a new name was 

created: OHG became transfluid® 

Maschinenbau GmbH. Then things 

started moving quickly. In 1990, 

the first mandrel bending machine 

for tube sizes of up to 115 mm was 

sold to Finland – the first machine 

on the market that could bend tubes 

of 115 x 15 mm.

Even back then we were already 

clearing all the obstacles out of the 

way for our innovation. In this case, 

it was the door to the leased premi-

ses, which was far too small. It was 

simply enlarged with a “big” hammer 
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and the machine was sent on its way 

to Scandinavia. Now it was clear: we 

needed a new office and a production 

hall. These were built in 1991 at the 

present location in Schmallenberg. 

Remarkable: Even today, the ten 

transfluid® employees from this peri-

od are still with the company. 

With the positive development of our 

business relationships in Asia, our 

subsidiary transfluid® Asia-Pacific 

was launched in Bangkok in 2007.

More space for ideas

Since the successful beginnings, 

the rapid development has gone 

on continuously. Eight expansions 

have been carried out until now 

to provide plenty of room for the 

great ideas that are continuous-

ly further advancing the standard 

of tube processing. This of course 

has also expanded our portfolio. It 

was manual bending machines and 

deburring machines in 1988, follo-

wed in 1993 by the first axial for-

ming machine and in 1994, the first 

CNC bending machine. In 1995, we 

developed the roll forming techno-

logy and in 2000, the first automatic 

production cells were supplied. The 

first washing system was added 

in 2005. In 2006 the chipless high 

speed cutting line supplemented 

portfolio, and in 2010 we developed 

our own isometric software.

Strong team and new makers

Today there more than 5,000 

machines in the market bringing 

tubes worldwide up to their best 

form. These are successes that 

can only be implemented with a 

dedicated and talented team of 

employees and a strong strategy. 

For the further improvement of 

internal and external structures 

and for future-oriented corpo-

rate development, the transfluid® 

leadership team was expanded 

in 2008. In addition to the two 

company founders and managing 

directors Ludger Bludau and Gerd 

Nöker, managing directors Ste-

fanie Flaeper, Benedict Hümmler  

and Burkhard Tigges have since 

further strengthened the manage-

ment team.

Leading global technologies

The fact that we are international 

market leaders with our technolo-

gies and technical innovations has 

been confirmed once again in the 

anniversary year. With our new-

ly developed procedure for CNC-

controlled rolling tube forming, we 

have been mentioned in the “List of 

world market leaders” of the South 

Westphalian Chambers of Industry 

and Commerce since 2013. A notab-

le recognition, which we were very 

pleased about. After over 25 years, 

transfluid® is today a world-renow-

ned brand, because our highly com-

mitted people with their inimitable 

enthusiasm for machine construc-

tion and tube processing are cons-

tantly searching for a solution for 

tubes that push boundaries. 

Thanks! 

Here¸s to the 

next 25 years!
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Want to learn more about 

our solution?

Or add your knowledge to this 

topic or topics already presented in 

previous issues of t time(s) with a 

workshop? Then we look forward to 

hearing from you!

Gerd Nöker

Sales/Marketing

Phone: +49 29 72 / 97 15 - 15

g.noeker@transfluid.de

procedure in combination, while the 

other tube side is cut chiplessely 

after the bending procedure and 

then also formed. Where necessa-

ry, the robot then holds the pro-

cessed tube in a deburring device. 

Both ends can of course be checked 

visually with a camera control sys-

tem. The corresponding robot then 

places the component in the OK or 

not OK tray. Alternatively, the robot 

holds the tube in an inscription unit. 

It then marks it – without a clamping 

device – at all positions. 

After the processing in the cell, the 

tubes may be loaded in an axial 

machine if necessary. The feeding is 

carried out here via a rotary table. 

This separate machine also enables 

the connection of two tubes. This 

way, complete components are pro-

vided directly after the cell proces-

sing. Overall, our specially developed 

and tuned automation system for 

air-conditioning lines offers the ide-

al solution for reliable control with 

simultaneous maximum production 

efficiency and production safety.

Our processing technologies form 

the heart of the transfluid® pro-

duction cell, but the monitor brings 

invaluable information into the hall: 

one after the other, energy con-

sumption, the CPK value, the num-

ber of tubes processed so far and 

the currently produced component 

are displayed. 

The continuous presentation by 

production TV enables an optimal, 

high-quality production quota. 

Maximum safety and a high yield 

can be ensured and the quality of 

processes and results documented 

and proven. 

System for tight tolerances

Various air-conditioning lines are 

produced in the manufacturing cell. 

Large variances in both the tube 

length and diameter require highly 

flexible equipment. With some of 

the products, components are also 

applied and fixed, such as flanges. 

The produced air-conditioning lines 

have forms with extremely tight 

tolerances. In addition, all compo-

nents are formed on both sides, 

thus a processing of the second side 

is necessary after the bending pro-

cess for some components. This also 

means that the second side is first 

cut chiplessely and then formed.

For this purpose, our tube proces-

sing cell has a loading magazine, a 

fast 4-axis handling system, two all-

electric combination machines con-

sisting of three axial forming stages 

with a rolling unit for chipless cutting 

and forming. In addition the-

re is a powerful bending 

machine, a chamfe-

ring unit, a dot mat-

rix printer as well 

as two robots and 

the camera con-

trol system.

Precise interaction

Dur ing the produc-

tion process a tube forming 

machine always processes one side 

of the tube before the bending 

Just a dream: 

Back at work in the 

mornings, relaxing and 

watching TV. Don’t worry, 

the tube production is 

of course continuing - 

and now with an even 

higher yield and in top 

quality.

We have developed to order an 

intelligent automation system that 

displays all important details of the 

camera-controlled production dis-

played on a big screen ... and action! 

Especially when it comes to high-

precision results, it is an unbeatab-

le production advantage to keep an 

eye on everything. It is not without 

reason that we have installed a big 

screen as an “eye-catcher” above 

the all-electric tube processing cell. 

It is possible to keep a close eye 

on the processes of the complex  

transfluid® production cell on a 

large-screen monitor.

It is possible to keep a close eye It is possible to keep a close eye 

on the processes of the complex  on the processes of the complex  

transfluid® production cell on a transfluid® production cell on a 
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Form and function
Practical report . AIS Construct PGmbH – 
sheet metal and tube for successful ideas

In order to be able to offer even 

more powerful products, especially 

in the field of truck styling and 

design, such as exhausts, bumpers 

and decorative plates, AIS Const-

ruct now uses a powerful trans-

fluid® mandrel bending machine 

for tube diameters of up to 76 mm. 

The machine has 3 stacked dies 

and can produce large radiis with a 

push bending device. This free-form 

device also enables the realisation of 

short clamping lengths between the 

sheets. Anything that is not subject 

to static requirements is bent with 

a wall thickness that is as small as 

possible – including 76.1 x 1.5 mm 

with a radius of 1.5 x the tube dia-

meter. And all of this in a quality that 

only requires a minimum of finishing 

work. Ideal for the perfect combina-

tion of form and function. We wish 

AIS Construct continued success in 

the future.

AIS Construct PGmbH

Domaine du Lac

4750 Bütgenbach

Belgium

www.ais-metal.com

info@ais-metal.com

A real eye-catcher impresses everyone. 

A exceptional design shows the power and 

force of a truck also with a brilliant bumper.

Chicago has a rich history. The city is also affectionately called 

“the windy city”. And not without good cause! This was 

felt especially strongly by a courageous transfluid® employee 

during a trade fair in Chicago who was almost literally gone 

with the wind!

At the end of the 19th Century, the metropolis at Lake Michigan was a 

popular health resort because of the sea air. Back then the press gave it the 

ambiguous name “windy city” for different reasons. This was brought about 

by its “full-of-hot-air” politicians – and all the “hot air” the Chicagoans gene-

rated about their city in order to put it forward for the world fair in 1893. 

Let’s get back to the 21st century. It is a cool and memorable afternoon in 

Chicago, as a very special breeze blows here. Our colleague has only been in 

America for for a few days, the trade fair is up and our stand is ready to go. 

For now, there is nothing to do but just take a break for a well-deserved 

coffee or two. After all, it is Sunday – and in the Sauerland this means it's 

time for an afternoon coffee at home. So it’s time to go into the foyer of 

the exhibition hall and sit relaxed at a table.

Suddenly a powerful unrest comes over the other guests. Many look at 

their smartphones and then hurriedly disappear back into the exhibition 

space. When asked what they were looking at on their phones and whether 

perhaps an interesting football game was taking place, there comes the 

brief reply: “We all have a tornado warning app.” And it really is getting 

noticeably darker outside. A tornado? Right here? Well, that's something 

different, right? “We have our wind in the Sauerland too, it can’t be that 

bad” the transfluid® employee thinks. 

All visitors are ushered away from the win-

dows and doors and into the building. But 

the courageous Sauerlander wants to watch 

the whole thing from outside to get a better 

view! No sooner said than done – she quickly 

takes some pictures and then goes back in 

through the revolving door. “Another cof-

fee, please.” While she is ordering, coura-

geous front shatters along with the revolving 

door that she had only just been using and there 

is an impressively loud bang.

We should mention that our colleague now knows that a 

tornado is more than just “wind”. And if one is announced 

again, she will definitely not be checking it out!

The AIS Construct specia-

lists develop unique and 

highly functional compo-

nents from materials such 

as stainless steel and alumini-

um. When you visit the company 

in Bütgenbach in Belgium you will 

be pleasantly surprised more than 

once! There the products are pro-

duced with extreme care and com-

petence. And the imaginative mind-

set of the owner Erwin Maraite is 

reflected in the technical and crea-

tive work of the dedicated staff. 

He has turned the company from a 

small craft business into a powerful 

industrial operation. 

The high-quality products are pro-

duced according to customer wishes 

as a single piece and in a complex 

component production with sheet 

metal and tubes of aluminium, stain-

less steel and steel. A major portion 

of the portfolio is truck styling and 

design. With specially crafted stain-

less-steel components, AIS Const-

ruct optimises trucks from SCANIA, 

MAN, RENAULT, DAF XF, MERCEDES 

and VOLVO in both function and 

appearance. In addition their spe-

cial skills in forming are put to use 

impressively for stairs and railings, 

the production and assembly of 

exhibition stands, industrial and 

mechanical engineering and special 

custom projects.

A lucky escape
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The good cooperation 

with our former Danish 

sales partner Hydra 

Grene has now become 

a bond of friendship. And 

we are very pleased to 

have found an excellent 

new partner for sales in 

the Nordic Kingdom. 

With Kapema A/S, we're adding 

to another successful chapter of 

transfluid® technologies for Den-

mark. 

And it’s ideal – the phi-

losophies of our com-

panies complement 

each other almost 

perfectly. With its 

native location in 

Thisted – located on 

the picturesque north 

shore of Limfjord – Kape-

ma is a popular international 

trading company. The focus of 

the experts is consistently on the 

purchase and sale of machines for 

metal working. The forward-thin-

king company is continuously dri-

ven by the demand to expand, with 

competent, dedicated employees 

and professional business partners. 

The machines in the Kapema range 

comply with the highest standards 

of efficiency and of course also with 

the existing safety and environ-

mental regulations. For its custo-

mers, the Danish team exclusively 

provides facilities to fully meet 

quality and performance expecta-

tions. The large number of satisfied 

customers speaks for itself and 

confirms our conviction that we 

have an optimal partner on our side. 

For Kapema, it all started in 2004. 

Since then, the company has been 

carrying forward the sales, marke-

ting and services of the renowned 

HM machines both nationally and 

internationally in accordance with 

the wishes of the former founders 

of the HM company. Brothers Kai 

and Peter Mortensen have been 

continuously implementing their 

Kapema business idea in a high-

ly motivated way and developing 

it further. The success is no acci-

dent. Even when they first started, 

both could look back on 30 years 

of experience in the sale of sheet 

metal processing machines. In This-

ted, the machines produced by well-

known international manufacturers 

are stored and distributed. A good 

stock of spare parts and excellent 

service ensure the perfect use of 

equipment for optimal results.

We are very pleased to have found 

such an excellent new partner. As 

already with Hydra Grene, with 

Kapema we are now offering our 

advanced technologies in the best 

possible way to all those in Den-

mark who rely on transfluid®. In 

this sense: here’s to a continuing 

successful future!

Kapema A/S

Founded: 2004

Employees: 10

Fabriksvej 1

7700 Thisted

Denmark

Phone: +45 96 18 87 00

info@kapema.dk

www.kapema.dk

Representative for: 

transfluid® 

HM Maschinen

Pegas – Gonda s.r.o.

Machinery Scandinavia AB

Baykal Machine Tools

IBARMIA UNIVERSAL

Kimblad Technology AB

SIEG Industrial

A new partner in beautiful Denmark

Nordic fresh


